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(57)Abstract 

A sock fastening system for fastening together a pair of socks comprises an elastic strip (2) on the body of one of the socks 
and which defines with the sock body a loop which is expandable to receive and retain the body of the other sock. 
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"SOCK FASTENING SYSTEM" 

The present invention relates to a system for fastening together a pair 
of socks in order to prevent separation of the socks during and after washing. 

5 

For many years people have faced the frustrating problem of sometimes 
being unable to locate and pair a number of sodcs after washing. Sometimes, 
odd socks are paired when the socks are of the same general colour and type 
and sometimes a single sock remains and this tends to remain in the washing 
10 basket until its companion sock is found. 

There have been proposed fittings for fastening together pairs of socks 
but these previously proposed systems have necessitated attachments to the 
socks which tend to cause a degree of discomfort, albeit minor discomfort, to 
15 the wearer if the fitting happens to flap against the ankle or leg of die wearer 
or catches against clothing. These previously proposed systems have also been 
imsigjhtly. 

According to the invention, there is provided a sock of a pair of soaks, 
20 said sodk having means for releasable attachment of the other sock of the pair, 
said means comprising a strip of elastic material attached to the body of the 
sock at each end of the strip ix^ereby the strip and the adjacent body of the 
sock between the zones of attachment define a loop having, in the non* 
extended state of the strip, a perimeter \^*iidi is less than the perimeter of the 
25 other sock in flattened state v«4iereby vpon insertion of the body of the other 
sock through the loop, the loop will e3q)and by expiEuasion of the elastic strip to 
retain the body of the second sock within the loop. 

Further according to the invention, there is provided a pair of socks, 
30 v^^erein at least one sock of the pair has means for releasable attachment of 
the other sock of the pair, said means comprising a strip of elastic material 
attached at each end to the body of the sock to define therewith a loop, the 
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perimeter of the loop relative to the perimeter and thickness of the sock being 
such that upon insertion of the body of the other sock mto the loop from one 
end of the body, the loop eaqjands drcmnferentially by elastic eaq^ansion of the 
elastic strip whereby the other sock is retamed within the loop. 

5 

An embodiment of the invention will now be described, by way of 
example only, with reference to the accompanymg drawings, m which: 

Figures 1 and 2 are views of a sock in accordance with the preferred 
embodiment; and 

10 Figure 3 shows schematically the manner in vMch the other sock of the 

pair is attached to the sock. 

As shown in the accompanying drawings an elasticated strip 2, which is 
preferably an elasticated fabric is attached at each end to the leg portion of 
15 the sock beyond the foot portion, and preferably to the top of the leg portion 
of the sock, so that a loop is defined by die elasticated strip 2 and the portion 
of the sock extending between the ends of the strip. The loop is of a size to 
receive the bocfy portion of the other sock of the pair so that the two socks can 
be retained as a pair during washing and subsequent^. 

20 

The length of the strip 2 is preferably sudi that the second sock can be 
retained within the loop purely by factional and compressive forces acting on 
the second sock created by expansion of the strip 2 ^en the body portion of 
the second sock is inserted into the loop from either end of the sodc body. 

25 For this purpose and to ensure that expansion takes place, the circumference 
of the loop is less than the transverse circumference of the sock ^en flattened 
or otherwise collapsed. It has been foxmd that the most satisfactory 
attachment between the two socks is achieved ^en the top of the leg portion 
of the flattened sock is itself folded longitudmally in half (that is folding about 

30 an axis longitudinally of the leg portion of the sock) so that when the top 
portion of the sock is pulled through the loop the leg portion of the sock will 
be held in a similarly folded or gathered condition within the loop when 
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approodmately half of the length of the sock body has been pulled through the 
loop. For this purpose, the drcumferenoe of the loop should be less than the 
transverse drcumferenoe of the leg portion of the sock when folded 
longitudinally; as will be apparent, this dimension will be dependant not only 
S on the size of the sock, but also the thickness of the material. Ah une3q)anded 
loop length of from about SO to 70 mm (as determined by a length of elastic 
strip of from 25 to 35 mm between its points of attachment), has been foimd 
to suit most socks in current production. 

10 Although the loop is designed to adequately retain the second sock 

purely by factional and compressive forces, the user may wish the added 
security of tying the second sock into a simple loose knot around the loop after 
insertion* 

IS Although the orientation of the loop on the sock is not critical to its 

function of securing the two socks together, its orientation does affect the 
comfort of the sock to the wearer. In particular^ when the elastic strip is 
orientated in a longitudinal direction on the sock body, the presence of the 
strip will not be discernible to the wearer. In contrast, however, if the loop 

20 were to be positioned obliquely or transversely so as to extend horizontally in 
the finished sock, the elasticated strip would be subject to Gq>ansion Mvhen the 
sock e3q>ands in circumference upon being fitted to the foot and leg and this 
would result in some rucking of the portion of the sock adjacent the strip; this 
^^ch would cause a sligjit degree of discomfort and would also affect the 

25 smooth appearance of the sock. Comfort in a sock is achicr^d when the 

wearer is not aware of the presence of the sock and even small irritations can 
be a r^ajor source of discomfort after many hoxu^ wear. By orienting the loop 
longitudinally the loop is not sxibjected to any elongation during wear and the . 
presence of the loop cannot be felt by the wear. 

30 

The loop also does not adversely affect the appearance of the sock. 
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It is to be noted that although the sunple expedient of a separate loop 
attached at one end either to the side or top of the sock ^uld provide a 
suitable means for attaching the two socks, it woiild be totally unsatisfactory to 
the comfort of the wearer as the loop would tend to flap against the leg or 
S foot of the wearer and/or might rub against clothing. 

The elastic strip is formed separatety from the sock itself and is simply 
attached to the sock during manufacture by stitching to the sock at each end of 
the strip. 

10 

Althougji it is only strictly necessary for one sock of each pair to be 
equipped with the fastening loop described, in practice both socks of the pair 
would be so equipped. 

15 The embodiment has been described by way of example only and 

modifications are possible within the scope of the inventioa 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A sock of a pair of sodcs, said sock having means for releasable 
attachment of the other sock of the pair, said means comprising a strip of 
elastic material attached to the body of the sock at each end of the strip 
hereby the strip and the adjacent body of the sock between the zones of 
attachment define a loop having, in the non-extended state of the strip, a 
perimeter vMch is less than the perimeter of the other sock in collapsed state 
v^^ereby upon insertion of the body of the other sock through the loop, the 
loop will e^and by expansion of the elastic strip to retiain the bocfy of the 
other sock within the loop. 

2. A sock according to daim 1, wherein the periphery of the loop in its 
unejqpanded state is less than the transverse circumference oif the leg portion of 
the sock when the sock is folded longitudinally in flatteined form. 

3. A sock according to daim 2, wherein the length of the strip between the 
zones of attadmient to the body of the sodc is substantially from 2Snam to 
35mm, 

4. A sock according to any one of daims 1 to 3, i^erein the strip is 
attadied to the body of the sock so as to extend longitudinally thereof. 

5. A pair of sodcs, vrfierein at least one sock of the pair has means for 
rdeasable attadmient of the other sodc of the pair, said means comprising a 
strip of elastic material attached at each end to the body of the sock to define 
therewith a loop, the perimeter of the loop relative to the perimeter and 
thickness of the sock being such that upon insertion of the body of the other 
sock into the loop from one end of the body, the loop expands 
drcumferentially by elastic escpansion of the elastic strip whereby the other 
sock is retained within the loop. 
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6. A pair of socks acoording to daim 5, -wbexeia the strip is attached to the 
leg portion of the said one sock so as to extend longitudinally of the leg 
portion. 
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